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Question!

How do we know how

Answer!

We follow ‘scripts’

* at a party script

* at a parent/
teacher interview

It is no different for children

How do children

They also learn to follow ‘scripts’

+ at mat time script
« at a play date script

What sort of scripts?

* Not detailed ‘dialogue
scripts’ which spell out
what to say, where to

move, what emotions to

show, and which need to
e followed to the letter
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Where do we and our children get our scripts?

Play ideas are

o| i ' '
Lived experience also organised

Where do children get their play ideas? Where do children get their play ideas?
¢ Other children e T ;

el ived experience
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Why today’s media based play is different 2

Why today’s media based play is different 3

The contemporary context

**The world of today’s child is not the world
most adults remember

< Children are “digital natives’; born into a

Play for a digital native

For today’s
children, to base
heir play on

We start by identifying what sort of
play we are thinking about

Play is not all that simple.

People describe play in an incredible array of ways

What ‘play’ am I talking about?

® Play is a very old word which originally indicated “to
leap for joy, dance, rejoice, be glad”

® We also use ‘play’ for what we do with music, and for
theatrical performances, both of which require
imagination and are related to enjoyment
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Media based play is mainly Narrative play
(but not

exclusively)concerned with

Children’s individual
activities follow a

Dramatic play Socio-dramatic play

A development of narrative play where An extension of dramatic play

children imagine themselves as a person " .
which occurs when shared with

other than who they are. ) .

Why does contemporary media based play Why does contemporary media based play
differ from that of other sources? 1 differ from that of other sources? 2
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Why does contemporary media based play
differ from that of other sources? 3

Why does contemporary media based play
differ from that of other sources? 4

Characteristics of play based on
electronic media 1

eLack of flexibility

*Being repeatedly
visualised creates an

Characteristics of play based on
electronic media 2

*Reduced negotiation

e Shared access
by most children
means shared

Characteristics of play based on
electronic media 3

eDiminished creativity

g * To try to play ‘outside’
the formats other
children have learned

Characteristics of play based on
electronic media 4
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Characteristics of play based on
electronic media 5

¢ Gender stereotyping

& e e Intrinsic
to the
content

What are the most common current
media playscripts?

Fairies,
B Princesses, and
i Fairy princesses

Why these playscripts are very
popular with many children

® gross mol

¢ pretendin

This allows -

So -
Media based play will occur.
What matters is how we

,_rtunity cot

Genuine concerns about superhero and fairy play

;.é‘%: - “
& § N
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Genuine concerns about superhero and fairy play

Gender stereotyping
< e

Genuine concerns about superhero and fairy play

Commercialisation  SUPERREAD

MERCHANDISE
| _ CATALOG

Responding to superhero and
fairy/princess play 1

Responding to superhero and
fairy/princess play 2
e T {

® Prevention

® May meet so:
® E.g., "coolin; g

need

Responding to superhero and
fairy/princess play 3

Responding to superhero and
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Responding to superhero and General advice
fairy/princess play 5
yip play e Stay in control
® Programmed engagement
® Good education extends from children’s interests and these forms e Be speciﬁc about what you mean

of play are obviously interests. For instance:
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